
When grown clonally in iron-poor medium, the cells of

P. aeruginosa and B. cenocepacia show typical public-

goods cooperation observed in bacteria; each species

produces and shares a siderophore called pyochelin

(yellow dots) to chelate iron. We co-cultured the two

species and investigated whether stable cooperation

mediated via pyochelin sharing can be observed

among the members of the different species. Since

the species are unrelated but share the cooperative

locus, it is an ideal system to investigate the so-called

green-beard effect in bacteria.
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